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APPENDIX X
CRUELTY, ABUSE, OR INHUMANE TREATMENT OF HORSES
 

1. The abuse or inhumane treatment of a horse by an individual member or other person at an MHC sanctioned competition shall not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
2. The standard by which conduct, or treatment will be measured is that which, a person informed and experienced in generally accepted equine training and competition procedures, would determine to be cruel, abusive, or inhumane. Any treatment or practice that causes undue stress, and/or pain, is deemed abusive. 
3. Cruelty can be defined as causing pain or unnecessary discomfort to a horse. As examples, an act of cruelty can be but is not limited to any of the following: 
a) nosebands used in such a way that they interfere with the horse’s breathing or be tight enough to cause pain or discomfort. 
b) excessively whipping or beating a horse.
c) subjecting a horse to any kind of electric shock device. 
d) excessively or persistently using spurs or jabbing a horse in the mouth with the bit. 
e) riding/driving an obviously exhausted, lame, or injured horse.
f) rapping a horse at the event location.
g) hyper-sensitizing any part of a horse.
h) neglect by: 
- leaving a horse without adequate food, drink, and exercise; or
- failing to safely and securely tie or contain a horse while at the event location,
- using shackles or chains (not to be confused with rubber or elastic exercising devices),
- competing with a horse with raw or bleeding sores,
- using an explosive (i.e., firecracker, fire extinguisher except in the case of fire) or using fire such as lighters, matches, etc., or
- ignoring adverse medication reactions that compromise the horse’s welfare (including but not limited to staggering and falling) is considered abuse. Such reactions must be reported immediately to the steward or organizing committee and may be subject to equine medication control. A horse exhibiting adverse reactions to medication must be withdrawn for a minimum of 24 hours. To resume competing, the horse must receive a veterinary examination which finds no clinical abnormalities that would preclude return to competition.
i) Any horse that receives shockwave therapy is not eligible to compete for 96 hours. Shockwave therapy can only be administered on competition grounds by a veterinarian* and a Shockwave form must be filled out, signed, and given to the officiating Steward or to the Competition Organizer. The penalty for competing within 96 hours is immediate suspension of the horse from that competition, return of all awards received and a warning card.
 A report of alleged abuse must be completed and submitted to the MHC officials on site and to the Organizing Committee and forwarded to Manitoba Horse Council with the official’s reports. For Eventing, Driving and Hunter/Jumper competitions refer to discipline rules. 
 The officiating steward, judge, technical delegate, president of ground jury or appointed competition veterinarian has the authority to remove a horse from the event for a period of up to 24 hours, if in their reasonable opinion the horse is unfit to compete, or where, in their reasonable opinion, there is a safety concern regarding the horse. The official’s decision is final and cannot be appealed. 
 The officiating steward, judge, or technical delegate must investigate any information or complaints regarding cruelty, abuse, or inhumane treatment of horses and these officials may thereafter act with the following authority: 
a) the official may issue a Warning Card; or 
b) the official may fine the offender. 
c) the official may disqualify the offender from further participation in the competition. For Eventing, Driving and Hunter/Jumper competitions refer to discipline rules. 
Information regarding or reports of cruelty, abuse or inhumane treatment of horses will be compiled by the officiating steward, judge or technical delegate and are to contain, at a minimum, the following information: 
a) date and time of the alleged abuse.
 b) MHC competition name and number.
 c) name of alleged offender and MHC member number. 
d) name of the horse if applicable,
e) a description of the incident and the nature of the alleged abuse.
 f) signature of the steward, judge, or technical delegate.
g) witness information including Alleged Abuse Witness form(s), and
 h) veterinary information and report, if available.   Copies of these reports must be attached to the Steward’s Report and forwarded to Manitoba Horse Council and the organizing committee. 
ELIMINATION AND DISQUALIFICATION 
1. The organizing committee, without waiting for a protest to be made, may eliminate a competitor who has made an improper entry of a horse, rider, or driver. See Glossary for definition of “Elimination”. 
2. If at any MHC-sanctioned competition, there appears to be a violation of the MHC rules by a competitor which, in the judgment of the majority of the members of the organizing committee requires immediate action, the organizing committee shall investigate the alleged rule violation immediately. After hearing from the person affected, the organizing committee may eliminate or disqualify such person or persons from further participation in the competition. Anyone eliminated or disqualified from a competition is considered not in good standing at that competition. All organizing committee decisions must be immediately reported in writing to Manitoba Horse Council for possible further action. Exception: A violation described in Article A517 shall be resolved only as set out in that Article. For Eventing exceptions see D116; for Driving exceptions see C202, C927 and C-FEI Code of Conduct for Welfare of the Horse. 
3. Persistent acts of discourtesy or disobedience, as reasonably determined by the organizing committee, may also result in elimination or disqualification from the competition. 
4. If an entry is eliminated or disqualified, it is not to be placed, regardless of the number of entries in the class, but it does count as an entry in the class. 
VACCINATIONS 
All horses attending Manitoba Horse Council sanctioned competitions must have been administered Equine Influenza and Equine Herpes Virus (1&4) vaccinations within 6 months (+21 days grace period) before arrival at the event. No horse shall receive vaccination within 7 days prior to arrival at the event. Horses not in compliance with this rule may be asked to leave the event site at the discretion of Competition Management. The frequency of vaccine administration should be as recommended by the vaccine manufacturer or veterinarian. It is recommended that vaccines be administered by or under the direction of a veterinarian. Competition management may request

DRUG TESTING
May take place at the discretion of Manitoba Horse Council.
NATIONAL SCHOOLING RULES FOR HUNTERS AND JUMPERS 
1. GENERAL- SCHOOLING RULES FOR HUNTER, EQUITATION AND JUMPERS 
1.1. All MHC sanctioned competitions must use current FEI schooling rules as listed. Refer to Chapter 8, FEI Rules, Article 201 ARENA, SCHOOLING AREAS AND PRACTICE OBSTACLES. These rules pertain to all hunter, equitation and jumper classes and divisions at all MHC-sanctioned competitions. Note exceptions below.
1.2. The competition organizing committee must provide every entry with a competition number that must be always worn and visible anywhere out of the stable at the event location, whether the horse is being hand walked or ridden. 
1.3. Note: All references to a “chief steward” refer to FEI competitions. These references will be recognized under MHC as the provincial steward(s) on duty. 
1.4. EARPHONES/Earbuds Earphones/Earbuds and/or other electronic communication devices are strictly prohibited in the competition arena, and such usage is penalized by elimination. The use of only one earphone/earbud is allowed while mounted everywhere within the grounds of the Event except the competition arena.
2. NATIONAL SCHOOLING RULE EXCEPTIONS 
2.1 MANITOBA HORSE COUNCIL exceptions to the FEI schooling rules at all MHC sanctioned competitions:
a) Use of coloured sheets over the take-off side or under a properly constructed obstacle is permitted.
b) Flags on fences in the schooling areas are at the discretion of the MHC steward on duty.
c) In Equitation and Hunter competitions and schooling rings, plastic cups or FEI breakaway track systems with adaptors are required. For jump cup requirements in competition and warm up arenas see Article G116. Steel pins are not acceptable. See Article G116. 
d) Hunter Schooling only: GROUND LINES. A ground line may be used on both sides of an oxer if the top rails are not ramped. If the oxer is ramped, the back ground line must be removed. Top rails may not be offset. Note: Square, both back and front rails of an oxer are equal height. Back and front ground lines allowed. Offset: the back rail of an oxer is lower than the front rail. Illegal. Ramped: the back rail of an oxer is higher than the front rail. Legal if back ground line is removed. 
e) If a Liverpool is being used lengthwise for schooling, the total length of the Liverpool may not exceed 1.80 meters. If a Liverpool is used in the competition ring, an additional one (or reasonable substitution) supplied by the OC must be available in the schooling area. A reasonable substitution would be a yoga mat or similar. No tarpaulins are permitted. 
 MANITOBA HORSE COUNCIL,  RAPPING 
3.1 It is forbidden to rap horses. See the Rules of MANITOBA HORSE COUNCIL, Section A, General Regulations Cruelty, Article A517 and FEI Article 243. 
3.2 If any rapping is confirmed between the day before the first class and the end of the competition, the horse must be banned from all classes still to be held, and any prizes won must be returned to the organizing committee for redistribution. Such elimination must be reported as required in the Rules of Manitoba Horse Council, Section A, General Regulations, Chapter 5, Article A517. 
3.3 Abuse of the horse is strictly forbidden. Abuse includes, but is not restricted to, excessive use of spurs, abuse of the whip (whipping on head or face) and brutal use of the reins (halts or rein backs), repeated tugs on the horse’s mouth. See Article G115.2. 
4. HEADGEAR, TACK AND EQUIPMENT The following rules are common to hunter, jumper, equitation, and schooling and must be used anywhere at the event location including the competition arena. 
4.1 Approved headgear is compulsory for everyone mounted anywhere at the event location. See Article G102 and Section A, Glossary “Headgear Standards”.
 4.2	 a) Draw reins (running reins), standing martingales and German martingales must be used in a safe manner. Standing martingales, German martingales and draw reins are permitted in the schooling area.
b) Draw reins are permitted over fences if used in the following manner:
(i) attached at the girth, running through the front legs and secured at the neck (see Figure 1, G502) 
(ii) attached to the breastplate (see Figure 2, G502) 
(iii) attached to the girth at the billet straps. (iv) attached to the “D” rings at the front of the saddle. Standing martingales, German martingales and draw reins secured as above will be permitted in jumper classes where the height of the fences does not exceed 1.15m. Junior, amateur, and non-pro riders may not compete in German martingales or draw reins. 2020 2021 Rules of MANITOBA HORSE COUNCIL, Section G Page 107 Proper use of Draw Reins when attached between the Front Legs Figure 1. Acceptable-Through Figure 2. Acceptable- Attached neck strap to breastplate 
4.3 Restrictive devices such as the deGogue, chambon, or bungee lines, may be used for schooling on the flat but are not permitted over fences, over poles on the ground, or in the competition ring. 
4.4 Athletes are allowed to use a dressage whip when working on the flat but are strictly forbidden to use or carry a whip which is weighed down at the end at any time, or to carry or use one which is more than 75 centimetres in length in the arena and schooling areas when riding over poles or any obstacle. No substitute for a whip may be carried. Failure to comply with this paragraph will incur Elimination (see JRs Art. 241.3.21). 
4.5 In the interests of safety, the stirrup iron and the stirrup leather (this also applies to safety stirrups) must hang freely from the bar of the saddle and the outside of the flap. There must be no other restrictions or attachments of any kind. The competitor must not directly or indirectly tie any part of his body to the saddlery. 
4.6 The use of a tongue-strap is forbidden.
 4.7 Boot and bandage checks are not mandatory; however, a boot and bandage check may be performed at MHC sanctioned hunter jumper competitions by an MHC steward at any time. Boots – please refer to current FEI Jumping Stewards Manual 
4.8 Noseband checks may be performed under the supervision of stewards at EC sanctioned competitions at any time. 
5. RULE INFRACTIONS 
5.1 Jumper Warning Card 
a) In cases of violation of Schooling Rules, the following procedure will apply: A steward or member of the Ground Jury may deliver to the Person(s) responsible for the infraction a Jumper Warning Card
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