
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Condition  Neck  Withers  Loin  Tailhead  Ribs  Shoulder  
1 Poor  Bone structure easily 

noticeable, animal 
extremely emaciated, no 
fatty tissue can be felt  

Bone structure 
easily noticeable  

Spinous processes project 
prominently 
 

Tailhead (pinbone) 
and hook bones 
project prominently 

Ribs projecting 
prominently 
 

Bone structure 
easily noticeable  

2 Very Thin  Faintly discernible, animal 
emaciated  

Faintly discernible  Slight fat covering over 
base of spinous 
processes. Transverse 
processes of lumbar 
vertebrae feel rounded. 
Spinous processes are 
prominent  

Tailhead 
prominent, can feel 
vertebrae in tail  

Slight fat cover 
over ribs. Ribs 
easily discernible  

Shoulder 
accentuated  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condition  Neck  Withers  Loin  Tailhead  Ribs  Shoulder  
2 Very 
Thin  

Cervical vertebrae 
easily felt/faintly 
discernible, animal 
emaciated  

Faintly 
discernible, 
concave above 
top of scapula 

Slight fat covering over base 
of spinous processes. 
Transverse processes of 
lumbar vertebrae feel 
rounded. Spinous processes 
are prominent.  

Tailhead prominent, can feel 
vertebrae in tail   

Slight fat cover 
over ribs. Ribs 
easily discernible.  

Shoulder 
accentuated  

3 Thin  Neck accentuated  Withers 
accentuated  

Fat buildup halfway on 
spinous processes but easily 
discernible. Transverse 
processes cannot be felt.  

Tailhead prominent but individual 
vertebrae cannot be visually 
identified. Hook bones appear 
rounded but are still easily 
discernible. Pin bones not 
distinguishable.  

Slight fat cover 
over ribs. Individual 
ribs easily 
discernible and 
palpable  

Shoulder 
accentuated  


