
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Condition  Neck  Withers  Loin  Tailhead  Ribs  Shoulder  

4 
Moderately 
Thin  

Neck not obviously thin 
(no triangle on neck) 

Withers not 
obviously thin  

Negative crease along 
back  

Prominence 
depends on 
conformation; fat 
can be felt. Hook 
bones not 
discernible.  

Faint outline 
discernible  

Shoulder not 
obviously thin  

5 Moderate  Neck blends smoothly 
into body  

Withers rounded 
over spinous 
processes  

Back level  Fat around tailhead 
beginning to feel 
spongy  

Ribs cannot be 
visually 
distinguished but 
can be easily felt  

Shoulder blends 
smoothly into 
body  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condition  Neck  Withers  Loin  Tailhead  Ribs  Shoulder  

5 Moderate  
Neck blends smoothly 
into body  

Withers rounded 
over spinous 
processes  

Back level  
Fat around tailhead 
beginning to feel 
spongy  

Ribs cannot be 
visually 
distinguished but 
can be easily felt  

Shoulder blends 
smoothly into 
body  

6 
Moderately 
Fleshy  

Fat beginning to be 
deposited  

Fat beginning to be 
deposited  

May have slight positive 
crease down back (may 
have to press down a bit to 
feel spinous processes 

Fat around tailhead 
feels soft  

Fat over ribs feels 
spongy  

Fat beginning to 
be deposited 
(can pinch fat) 


