
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condition  Neck  Withers  Loin  Tailhead  Ribs  Shoulder  

6 Moderately 
Fleshy  

Fat beginning to be 
deposited  

Fat beginning to be 
deposited  

May have slight positive 
crease down back  

Fat around tailhead 
feels soft  

Fat over ribs feels 
spongy  

Fat beginning to 
be deposited  

7 Fleshy  Fat deposited along 
neck  

Fat deposited along 
withers  

May have positive 
crease down back  

Fat around tailhead 
is soft (“bouncy” on 
both sides if tapped 

Individual ribs can 
be felt, but 
noticeable filling 
between ribs with fat 
(when press fingers 
in)  

Fat deposited 
behind shoulder 
(can easily pinch 
fat, cannot feel 
ribs under elbow)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condition  Neck  Withers  Loin  Tailhead  Ribs  Shoulder  

7 Fleshy  Fat deposited along 

neck  

Fat deposited along 

withers  

May have positive 

crease down back  

Fat around 

tailhead is soft  

Individual ribs can be felt, 

but noticeable filling 

between ribs with fat  

Fat deposited 

behind shoulder  

8 Fat  Noticeable thickening of 

neck, fat deposited along 

inner buttocks  

Area along withers 

filled with fat (filling in 

over withers) 

Positive crease down 

back (“trough” is 

pronounced) 

Tailhead fat very 

soft (very 

“bouncy”) 

Difficult to feel ribs (have to 

press in to feel ribs all the 

way, can “move” fat cover 

Area behind 

shoulder filled in 

flush with body  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condition  Neck  Withers  Loin  Tailhead  Ribs  Shoulder  

8 Fat  Noticeable thickening of neck, fat 
deposited along inner buttocks  

Area along withers 
filled with fat  

Positive crease down 
back  

Tailhead fat very soft  Difficult to feel 
ribs  

Area behind 
shoulder filled in 
flush with body  

9 
Extremely 
Fat  

Bulging fat along neck (wobbly or 
hard). Fat along inner buttocks 
may rub together. Flank filled in 
flush  

Bulging fat (fat 
patches 
along/behind 
scapula) 

Obvious positive 
crease down back 
(trough along back 
“holds water”) 

Building fat around 
tailhead (fat pads on 
either side of rump) 

Patchy fat 
appearing 
over ribs  

Bulging fat  


